
      

Newsletter – October 2019 

As we reach the end of our summer season and settle down to shorter opening hours for 

the early winter months, we have many achievements to celebrate, and many challenges 

still to face. On that note, welcome to our newsletter, to bring you up to date on what’s 

happening at Groam House! 

The year in summary 

This is now the third year of the new management team, elected in 2016, so it is fitting 

that we look back on what the team has achieved, and the challenges still facing the 

museum for the future. 

Financially, the museum is in a much stronger position than it was in 2016, when the 

threat of insolvency hung over us. Now, thanks to prudent financial management and 

restraint in spending, the museum is in a stable financial position with some small 

reserves behind it. As a result, we have been able to employ two part-time members of 

staff - Jo Clements as the George Bain Collection Curator and Carola Martin-Smith as 

Museum Administrator (each on one day a week), We’ve also made significant progress 

in cataloguing the collections, and mounted interesting and successful exhibitions which 

have attracted new visitors through our doors. Both visitor numbers and revenue earnings 

are healthy, and plans are being developed to increase them further.    

Our two exhibitions, “Found in the Ground” and “Crafting the Celtic” proved very popular, 

between them displaying local items from our collections and those of more national 

interest. This was the third year in which we created a virtual tour of the temporary 

exhibitions – mainly to help people with disability who can’t manage our stairs – but also 

to provide a facility for visitors to experience our earlier exhibitions. 

Another success was the award of substantial grants from Museums Galleries Scotland 

and Creative Scotland to enable us to start the digitisation of the George Bain Collection 

and to create some amazing opportunities for dance and animation workshops. The 

workshops and a website will be inspired by Bain’s Celtic art studies.  

The first stage of the project can be seen at the free outdoor performance of dance 

and animation at Fortrose Cathedral on 14th November at 7.30pm.   

We took our first tentative footsteps into on-line crowd funding to help raise money to pay 

for the much needed repairs to the exterior of the building. Although many would argue 

that we should not be paying for such works ourselves, as the building belongs to The 

Highland Council, the crowd funding proved highly successful in raising over £2,500, for 

which a huge thank you to everyone who contributed!  Further donations would be 

gratefully received as we are still looking at using around £2,000 of our reserves for the 

work.  
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We have already started to map out a possible business development plan to help raise 

the revenue earning potential of the museum as well as its status locally and nationally. 

We will be looking for Trustees with the energy and enthusiasm to take that forward to 

deliver a museum that is sustainable in the long term and to build on its already well-

established credentials. 

“Crafting the Celtic”: the legacy of George Bain, 50 years on 

 

 

“Crafting the Celtic”, this year’s summer 
exhibition, brought the art of three 
exciting contemporary craftspeople 
together with the work of George Bain 
(1881-1968). The three craftspeople, 
Thomas Keyes (artist), Lucy Hague 
(knitting designer) and Anneliese Peebles 
González (woodcarver) were all inspired 
by the work of George Bain to incorporate 
beautiful, intricate Celtic interlace, knots 
and spirals in modern form.  
 
The curator of the exhibition, Jo 
Clements, included audio tracks of 
interviews with the craftspeople, who 
talked about their work and the influence 
of George Bain on it. She also included 
an activity pack for children. 

The exhibition will continue until 31 

October; thereafter the museum and 

shop will be open from 2pm to 4.30pm on 

Saturdays and Sundays until 8 

December.  

 

 

Annual General Meeting 

The Annual General Meeting will be held on 28 November at 7.30pm in the museum. 

Sadly we will be seeing  two of our current Trustees standing down Tim McKeggie, our 

Treasurer, and Jill Harden, our Pictish and curatorial expert. Jill assures us she will 

continue to be a volunteer. We have four potential new Trustees who have expressed an 

interest in joining the existing Board members who are Barbara Cohen, Doug Maclean, 

Alastair Morton and Gordon Adam. But we still need more new people to bring new ideas 

and perspectives to the Board, and to develop and implement a business development 

plan which will elevate the museum from “just managing” to being long-term sustainable 

and with sufficient reserves to ride out any short-term challenges. So if you would like to 

be considered for joining the Board, or would like to suggest someone who might be, then 

do get in touch (details at the end of this newsletter). We have an information pack on the 

Trustee roles we are looking for.  

Plate P’ detail. Anneliese Peebles González 

Anneliese on a visit to the museum 
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An exciting new project 

Dance and animation aren’t often linked to Celtic art. But Celtic art lends itself really well 

to flowing movement, reflecting the twists and turns of interlace and knotwork, triskeles 

and key pattern. Our grant funding from Museums Galleries Scotland and Creative 

Scotland, as well as enabling us to digitise and interpret the Celtic art part of the George 

Bain Collection and sharing it through a website, will enable us to promote it through a 

series of very unusual workshops.   

The workshops are culminating in a performance open to all on Thursday 14 November 

at 7.30pm. Historic Scotland have agreed to let us use the grounds of Fortrose Cathedral 

as the venue – a great place for this celebration of Celtic art. 

The dance is being choreographed and 

performed by pupils from Fortrose 

Academy, adults from Rosemarkie, and 

dance groups from Eden Court Theatre. 

Their interpretation of Celtic art will be 

matched by projected animations onto 

the walls of the cathedral, created by 

groups from Culbokie and Ferintosh 

Primary Schools, the Resolis Friendship 

Group and others. It’ll be a musical 

extravaganza!  

 
Animation workshop in progress 

The digitising aspect of our George Bain project will give fascinating opportunities for 

people to become much more involved in investigating the Collection. Bain was inspired 

by the artistic designs used by the Picts and others when creating their sculpture and 

fabulous metalwork. We’ll be exploring their work and that of past and current artists and 

craftspeople, We’ll also be holding photography and interpretive writing workshops, so 

that the resources can be accessible to all via our website.  We’ll be looking for people to 

get involved after Christmas – do get in touch to ask for further information. 

Repairs to Groam House 

 

Those of you who have passed 

Groam House recently will have 

noticed that its exterior is in a sad 

state of disrepair –the exterior wall 

coating is peeling off, wooden 

window frames and door frames 

are rotting, and more recently 

loose slates on the roof. The 

building belongs to The Highland 

Council but sadly, although it’s a 

Listed Building, they declined to 

undertake the necessary repairs to 

prevent further deterioration and to 

keep the building watertight.  

 

Animation workshop in progress  
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They have, however offered a small sum of money towards the cost of repair - but it’s less 

than a fifth of the likely bill. As a result, Groam House Museum launched a crowd funding 

initiative on the Web to raise funds – and we successfully raised over £2,500, which 

means that almost half the cost of the repairs has now been found. The rest will come 

from the limited financial reserves of the museum to get the work completed as soon as 

possible.  

Fundraising 

And speaking of the success of the crowd 

funding, we can’t let the success of our 

fundraising team pass without comment. 

Our regular events, such as the book sales, 

plant sales and craft events, between them 

have raised over £4,000 this year so far – 

for which thanks are due both to the many 

volunteers who made these events happen, 

and to everyone who came along and 

supported them. 

 

 

 

Rosemarkie and Fortrose public toilets 

The Rosemarkie public toilets did not, after all, close on 31st March, thanks to The 

Highland Council agreeing to keep them open while discussions with the local community 

continued. The Fortrose toilets, however, did remain closed, until, that is, very recently, 

when the newly-formed community group, Rosemarkie and Fortrose Trust, succeeded in 

re-opening them for the benefit for the community. 

 

The Rosemarkie toilets have always been 

of great importance to Groam House 

Museum – because of the museum’s own 

lack of any facilities in the building. For this 

reason, Groam House Trustees were 

instrumental in encouraging and supporting 

the setting up of the community group 

within Rosemarkie and Fortrose, to take 

responsibility for running and improving the 

facilities. 

We are extremely grateful to those individuals who have come forward to work together to 

create the community group and thereby support the museum.  

The group has succeeded in obtaining funding from the Council to pay for the initial start-

up costs, and has also received funding from a local developer to provide artwork on the 

exterior of the toilet buildings to enhance the town environment.  
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Annual Academic Lecture 

Coming soon – in fact at 7.30pm on 31 October, our Annual Academic Lecture will be 

delivered by Matt Ritchie, National Environment Adviser (Historic Environment), Forestry 

and Land Scotland. His subject will be, “Perceptions of the Picts: contemporary popular 

interpretation”. Do come along! 

Winter opening 

The Museum will be finish its summer opening hours on 31 October, and will be open only 

at weekends, 11am to 4.30pm Saturdays, and 2pm to 4.30pm on Sundays from then until 

8 December. It will then close until the new season at the beginning of April. As the 

museum will be undergoing some internal redecoration during the closed months, we will 

not be able to open for special requests. 

Interested in volunteering? 

Come and join our band of dedicated volunteers - young and old. There are opportunities 

to gain new knowledge and learn new skills, as well as to get involved in various social 

activities. Several volunteers have joined us this year and they’ll happily share their 

experiences with you.  

 

Groam House Museum has so much to 

offer - a wealth of information about the 

Picts and their amazing stone carvings, the 

Nationally Recognised George Bain 

Collection, our local history collection and 

the opportunity to meet like-minded people 

in the museum, at our fundraising events, 

our lectures and our back-office operations.  

Please get in touch with our volunteer co-

ordinator by email 

Carola@groamhouse.org  or leave a 

message on our office phone on 01463 

811883.   

We have two specific requirements at present: 

Collections: are you interested in learning about museum objects - local history, applied 

art and archaeology?  How to handle, record and photograph them as well as research 

and create exhibitions? We meet for a couple of hours every Monday and Thursday 

mornings - they're really absorbing sessions. 

Greeting visitors: do you like meeting people from all over the world, and giving them a 

really warm welcome? We need volunteers to staff our museum to do just that, and to 

introduce them to the exhibitions on display – don’t worry we provide training! 

Doug Maclean 

(Editor) 

Doug.maclean@groamhouse.org  
 
Groam House Museum is a Scottish Charitable Incorporated Organisation (SCIO), charity 
number SC004435. Registered Office: Groam House Museum Office, Rosehaugh Estate, 
Avoch, IV9 8RF.  

mailto:Carola@groamhouse.org
mailto:Doug.maclean@groamhouse.org
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Join the Groam House Museum 100 Club – for a fun way to help the museum 

 

 Groam House Museum runs a 100 Club to help fund the museum’s programmes of collection care 
and conservation, education, research and building maintenance. 

 The Annual Membership Fee is £12 for four Quarterly Draws.  

 Each draw awards prizes of £50, £20 and £10 the number of £10 prizes is determined by the 
number of participating Members  

 Prize winners’ names are displayed in the Museum and on the website www.groamhouse.org.uk 
after each draw. 
 

You can join on-line at our website, www.groamhouse.org.uk or by completing the Application Form below 
and enclosing payment by cheque (payable to Groam House Museum 100 Club), or enclosing 

confirmation of payment on-line to Groam House Museum 100 Club, Account Number 00939820, 
sort code 80-06-83 and returning to 

GHM 100 Club, Groam House Museum Office, Rosehaugh Estate, Avoch, IV9 8RF 
(Please enclose an SAE, if you would like a written receipt.) 

 
 
 

 

Groam House Museum 100 Club – Membership Application 
 

Name: ………………………………………………………………………………. (Please Print) 
 
Address:  …………………………………………………………………………………………..……. 
 
Post Code:  ………………       Telephone: ..................…   E-mail: ………………………………....... 
 

I wish to purchase …… share(s) in the Groam House Museum 100 Club and enclose fee of £12 per share  
 

Signed: ………………………………………………………… Date: ………………………….. 
 
         

 

Privacy Notice 
 
We use the information you provide to us only for the direct purposes of administering the 100 Club. We do 
not share the information with any other organisations. However, we would like to contact you from time 
to time with details of Groam House Museum activities and events. If you consent to us contacting you by 
email for this purpose, please tick the consent box below 
 

I agree to receiving emails regarding Groam House Museum Activities ☐(tick box) 
Signed _____________________________________________________________ 
 
You may request details of the information we hold about you at any time, and may also ask for the 
information to be amended or deleted.  

 

http://www.groamhousemuseum.org.uk/
http://www.groamhouse.org.uk/

